
  

“We must support as much as possible the 

child’s desires for activity; not wait on him, but 

educate him to be independent.” 

                  ~Dr. Maria Montessori 
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Montessori Education 

Philosophy and Goals 
The Montessori philosophy embraces the whole child and his natural curiosity and love of learning.  

Children will reach their full potential both academically and socially when given the freedom to 

actively work with concrete, sequential materials within a carefully prepared environment and 

open-ended curriculum.  Teachers/parents provide enough guidance to help children work 

toward independence and self-discipline.  A multi-age classroom provides maximum opportunities 

for developing social and academic skills and modeling respectful behavior. 

 

The goal of a Montessori classroom is to produce competent, responsible, adaptive citizens who 

are lifelong learners and problem-solvers. 

 

Key concepts include: 

• The Montessori philosophy embraces the whole child and his natural curiosity. 

• Children learn by manipulating materials and interacting with others through experiences 

that are self-initiated under a responsive teacher’s guidance. 

• Learning takes place through the senses and occurs most readily in an atmosphere that is 

inquisitive, cooperative and nurturing. 

• Respect for oneself, others, the environment and life are essential for learning. 

• The curriculum is integrated and capitalizes upon children’s interests and real life 

experiences for more meaningful learning. 

Is Montessori Right for My Family? 
Montessori education should not be chosen just because you are seeking an alternative to the 

traditional classroom. Parents should choose Montessori because they believe in the approach.  It 

is important that the Montessori approach fits your child’s needs, as well as your family’s values, 

beliefs and expectations about how much you want your child to experience education. 

 

Some questions to consider when deciding if Montessori is right for your family: 

• Am I as a parent ready to support a teacher and my child in a non-traditional approach to 

learning? 

• Is my child an independent worker? 

• Am I willing to be active in my child’s education? 

• Is my child able to accept responsibility? 

• Does my child follow directions? 

• Is my child able to focus on tasks for a period of time and not be occupied with things going 

on around him/her? 

• Do I encourage my child to make choices and to take responsibility at home? 

• Do I support the Montessori belief in fostering children’s self-reliance, responsibility and 

independence? 

• Is my approach to discipline based upon natural and logical consequences rather than 

“rewards and punishments?” 

• Do I believe that my child would benefit from having the responsibility for choosing 

appropriate learning activities and materials? 

• Am I prepared to learn more about the Montessori principles at school and home? 

• Do I believe in using anecdotal notes and Montessori checklists, rather than traditional, 

graded report cards? 
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If you answered “no” to some of the questions, it is recommended that you carefully consider 

Montessori.  If it is not a good fit for your family, then your child may experience confusion and 

unhappiness if home and school are incongruent. 

 

If you answered “yes” to the majority of the questions, your child may be a good candidate for 

Montessori.  Your beliefs are similar to the underlying principles of Montessori education and your 

child is likely to be well suited to a Montessori setting. 

 

There is no one setting that is right for all children.  Some children may do better in a smaller 

classroom setting with a more teacher-directed program that offers fewer choices and a more 

consistent external structure.  Children who benefit from more direct instruction, who are easily 

overstimulated, or those who tend to be overly aggressive, may be examples of children who might 

not adapt as easily to Montessori program.   Each situation is different, and parents are asked to 

work with the principal and the Montessori teachers in determining the best fit for a particular child. 

 

To help us identify key traits for success in the Montessori program, potential candidates are 

screened with a specific set of questions and activities.  However, keep in mind that even if a 

student passes the screening, the fit still may not be good.  Those situations will be discussed with 

parents on a one to one basis, and administration reserves the right to consider alternate 

placement as needed. 

 

Classroom Organization 
Children in a Montessori classroom are given freedom within limits to engage in meaningful and 

purposeful work.  Teachers encourage children to think for themselves and become actively 

engaged in the learning process. 

 

• The classroom is usually a large, open-feeling space, with low shelves and different sizes of 

tables that comfortably seat one to four children 

• Materials both within and across subject areas are logically and thoughtfully placed.  

Children are expected to put each material back in its place after use. 

• Children are not assigned seats.  Instead, they choose a table or work on the floor on small 

rugs. 

• The classroom is orderly as the children are concentrating on their work and they are 

carrying out activities in a series of steps demonstrated to them by the teacher or their 

peers. 

• The materials on the shelves are designed to appeal to a young child’s natural curiosity 

and to teach concepts through repetition.  Most materials are made of wood and have a 

specific reason for being there. 

• There are specific ways to use materials to provoke understanding.  The materials within 

the integrated Montessori curriculum are presented in a hierarchical sequence. 

• There is a teacher and an assistant teacher. Both closely observe the children as they 

work, providing guidance as needed. 
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Enrollment Requirements 

Commitment is Key 
Entrance into Hunter Street’s Montessori Program is a two- or three-year commitment, depending 

on age at time of entrance.  It is our expectation that students will remain in the program through 

the Kindergarten year.  During the Kindergarten year, instruction will include the South Carolina 

Curriculum Standards. 

Residency 
The Montessori program at Hunter Street Elementary is a “program of choice” for the students of 

Hunter Street Elementary and York School District one.  Applicants to the Montessori program must 

reside in the York School District One attendance zone.  Priority will be given to students in Hunter 

Street’s attendance zone with remaining slots filled through a lottery. 

Age Eligibility 
Classes are multi-age: 3-, 4-, and 5-year olds.  New applicants (3- or 4-year olds) must be three or 

four years of age on or before September 1 based upon acceptable documentation, such as birth 

certificates or official documents from other countries. No new 5-year olds are accepted into the 

program. 

Application Process 
A parent enrolling a child must complete and submit a YSD 1 application packet.  The application 

must be accompanied by a copy of the child’s proof of age, proof of residency, immunization 

documentation and valid picture ID of parent/guardian. Students residing in Hunter Street’s 

attendance zone will be given first priority, with remaining slots filled through a lottery.  Applications 

submitted after the deadline will not be considered. 

*Proof of age:  state birth certificate (not hospital or mother’s copy), or official document from 

another country. 

*Proof of residency: property tax, cable bill, power bill, water bill, gas bill.  A driver’s license is not 

acceptable as proof of residency.  

Screening 
All applicants must participate in the screening process.  The process includes a Parent 

Questionnaire and a Student Montessori Activity.  Screenings will last approximately 10 minutes and 

are by appointment only. 

 

Once a completed application packet is submitted, an appointment for screening can be 

scheduled by contacting the school office.   

 

Operating Policies & Procedures 

Attendance   
4- and 5- year olds 

Regular attendance is crucial to your child’s success. Each parent/family must agree to send their 

child to the Montessori Program for 6.5 hours of instructional time, five days per week, 180 days per 

year. Exclusions from the 180 days of attendance would include school district breaks due to 
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dangerous weather situations. A child who is chronically tardy or absent may be required to forfeit 

his/her slot in the program. 

 
3-year olds 

Regular attendance is crucial to your child’s success. Each parent/family must agree to send their 

child to the Montessori Program for 2.5 hours of instructional time, five days per week, 180 days per 

year. Exclusions from the 180 days of attendance would include school district breaks due to 

dangerous weather situations.  Hours for 3-year old students are 7:45 – 10:25 am.   A child who is 

chronically tardy or absent may be required to forfeit his/her slot in the program. 

 

Should school be delayed due to weather or other circumstances, 3-year old students will not 

attend school on that day. 

Transportation- Arrival and Dismissal from School 
Public school transportation services will be provided by the district for all 4- or 5-year old students 

residing within Hunter Street’s attendance zone. Districts shall not be responsible for the 

transportation of any student living outside their resident attendance zone. Please notify the school 

immediately of any changes in transportation arrangements.  3-year old students are not permitted 

to ride a school bus. 

Arrival 

Car Rider Drop Off: Side entrance near Montessori classroom: 7:05 – 7:40 – Students will be greeted 

at the doorway as they are dropped off. They will be directed to the classroom by school personnel 

and/or HSES Safety Patrol.  

Bus Drop off area: 7:00 – 7:40 (or until last bus arrives) – students will be greeted in the bus rider area 

by school personnel. 

Dismissal 

School is dismissed each day at 10:25 for 3-year olds and 2:15 for 4- and 5-year olds. Car riders may 

be picked up at the side entrance near the Montessori classroom. 

Only authorized people with proper identification will be allowed to pick up your child. 

 

Parent Communication 
Communication with parents is open and ongoing. All parents are encouraged to observe in the 

classroom and speak with teachers on a regular basis. 

 

Parent Conferences:  Schedule conferences are held each year in October.  Parents with students 

new to the program are also asked to observe the class from the observation booth prior to the 

conference.  This gives a clear picture of how the classroom operates and the child’s work habits 

within the classroom community. 

 

Academic Progress:  Student progress is tracked in an online system called Montessori Compass.  

Parents are informed weekly of students’ academic and social progress.  Parents also receive a 

report from compass every 4 ½ weeks, at midterm and at the end of each nine weeks.  These 

reports are more comprehensive than weekly reports and show a broader picture of progress.  

Montessori Compass also provides parent access at any time.  
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Montessori Behavior Plan  
The structure of the Montessori classrooms and the level of involvement of the students curtail much 

of the typical classroom discipline issues; however, disruptions do occur from time to time.  The 

foundation of the Montessori philosophy is built on peace and respect.   

 

Students are expected to do the following: 

• Respect themselves, others and the classroom materials. 

• Use peaceful methods to solve conflicts. 

• Use their hands for helping, not hurting. 

 

If students have difficulty, they will be given an opportunity to watch others who are following the 

rules.  They will also be given an explanation of the rules and examples.  If students continue to 

have difficulty, the logical consequence of their behavior may follow.  For example, if a child 

socializes during work time, his/her opportunities to socialize during play time may diminish. Parents 

will be informed as soon as any concerns arise.  Should students continue to experience difficulty 

following the rules after parents and teachers have given assistance for improvement, students will 

be referred to the principal or assistant principal.  Students who create extreme disruptions will be 

routed immediately to the office. 

 

References: 

The Montessori Way by Tim Seldin & Paul Epstein, Ph.D. 

 

The Hunter Street Community 
Because the Montessori classrooms are a part of the larger Hunter Street Elementary community, 

students are expected to adhere to policies and procedures outlined in the Hunter Street 

Elementary Student Handbook and the York School District One Board Policy Manual.  Please read 

the Hunter Street Elementary Student-Parent Handbook and sign the appropriate forms located in 

the back of the booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 


